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point of view, which was contrary to that of Bethmann-
Hollweg. Without further reference to the discussion in
which he had taken part the day before, almost at the
moment when the Prussian Ministers reassembled, he took
the initiative of sending to Conrad, through Bienerth, the
Austrian military attachd in Berlin, a communication of
the utmost importance* He informed Conrad that in his
opinion, "if die Austro-Hungarian Monarchy did not
mobilize at once against Russia," he considered "the situa-
tion highly critical.5' It was necessary that the Monarchy
should announce officially that its counter-measures were
the result of the Russian mobilization order, for "thereby
the casus foederis for Germany would be provided."
Moltke further advised the Monarchy to "reject any new
proposal made by Great Britain with a view to main-
taining peace. For the security of Austria-Hungary, to
hold out to the end in a European war is the sole remain-
ing means of salvation." And he added that Germany
placed herself "unreservedly" beside her ally. Nor was
he content with this indirect communication; he him-
self also telegraphed to Conrad in terms whose brevity
did not compromise their clarity* "Resist the Russian
mobilization. Austria should stand fast and mobilize
at once against Russia, Germany will mobilize."(6)
In his commentary on the procedure of the German
Chief of Staff, Hermann Lutz emphasizes as an estab-
lished historical fact that Moltke gave this categorical
advice to his Austrian colleague before he had any certain
information about the Russian general mobilization.
The German historian quotes the passage of the memoran-
dum in which Moltke declared that the general mobiliza-
tion of the armies of Austria would render "a dash
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